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EXECUTIVE POSITIONS

PRESIDENT REPORT

Hi everyone

Not much news this month to talk about. | hope everyone is managing with this flu
issue, lots of stories about and everyone has something different to report. My
cousin, who lives at Logon Village, horse and neighbours horses have the flu. The
disease seems to come and go reasonably quickly, which | guess is some
consolation. But of course none of us would choose for our horses to get sick, but we
need to be aware and prepared.

Don’t forget while you are not riding and using your saddle and bridle now is a good
time to check it over for general condition and cleanliness. Give your tack a good
clean and apply good leather dressing. Make sure the girth points are not cracking
when bent or holes splitting and the stitching at the top of the leathers is not starting to
come away. Also check stirrup leathers, check for stitching and cracking where they

President Wendy Tidbold are buckled up.
3206 4383 | am in the process of having a website made for my Saddlery business so will let you
Vice President  Jo Ross know when it is finished and you can have a look.
3822 7665
Secretary Alison Scott Looking forward to seeing you all at the Christmas party on Saturday 1 December.
3829 9037 Wendy
Treasurer Jill Ramsay
0422013299 RASDEG CHRISTMAS PARTY

ANCILLARY POSITIONS

Attached is a RASDEG Christmas party nhomination form. The party date is Saturday
1 December at Hogan's Hotel at Wellington Point. Meals can be pre-ordered, menu

Newsletter Sonja Risa and costs provided. As the club has been unable to hold any events since August
Editor 0412021939 due to Equine Influenza it would be great for all members to come along to this social
Membership T Brise evening to catch up with everyone and have a fun time.
Coordinator 3822 7665 Please RSVP with Jo Ross on 3822 7665 by 28 November
Statistician Jo Ross
3822 7665
Gold Club Julie
Coordinator 3245 1729 (ah)
Sponsorship Vacant PLEASE SUPPORT OUR GENEROUS
Coordinator
Training Day Yvonne Lea SPONSORS
Coordinator 0414359207 FOR 2007
Clinic Vacant
Coordinator
Web Site B e e EQITOPIA, HORSE_ SU_PPLIES ONLINE
Manager rasdeg@hotmail.com horses@eaqitopia.com.au
Judges' VR WENDY TIDBOLDS SADDLERY

Coordinator
Video Library

Lyn Upton
33903555 (bh)

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
El Vets perspective
El virus pathology
Vaccination article
Resource library
Meeting minutes

Next meeting on 1 November 2007
from 7.15pm at Redlands Sporting
Club, McCarthy Function Room.

TIRRION AND KEN COX
AUSSIE BLUE HEELER PRODUCTS
CAPALABA SADDLERY
HOGANS HOTEL WELLINGTION POINT
SNELSON ELECTRICAL
KURRAJONG STEEL HOMES
REDLANDS SPORTING CLUB
COUNTRY PARK HERBS
http://www.countrypark.com.au/equine.htm
THE PET DIRECTORY www.petdirectory.com.au
BEENLEIGH SADDLEWORLD
AITKENS SADDLERY http://www.aitkenssaddlery.com.au/
WAYNE GONINAN ELECTRICAL
WRITCO FLOATS www.writcofloats.com.au
FURNEYS STOCK FEEDS
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EQUINE INFLUENZA
A VETS PERSPECTIVE

Janine Dwyer B.V.Sc.(hons), Dip.Vet.Clin.Stud.,
M.A.C.V.Sc.(Equine Medicine and Surgery)

| would like to put forward my view of El strategies at this point
in time. | have been fortunate enough (or, some say
unfortunate enough) to have been involved with the
Queensland outbreak of El from the initial infected premises at
Morgan Park. Since then | have attended meetings discussing
the strategy for eradication and | have been discussing and
consulting with other veterinarians on what we perceive to be
the current and future situation.

| wish to share some of these thoughts with the membership
as of this date but | will preface my comments by saying that
the current plans may change and that all information is
changing on a daily basis.

| cannot comment on NSW as the problem is widespread
there. | can only comment on the QLD situation and the most
recent meeting was Thursday, 27th September with other
members of Equine Veterinarians Australia Qld Branch.

The current plan in Queensland is to form a 10km buffer zone
with vaccination. This vaccination is only to be used in this
crisis and has no future registration in Australia at the moment.
It is a genetically modified vaccine using the canary pox
carrier. Strict protocols will be followed with its use. The buffer
zone is incorporating land forms which may also help to stop
the lateral spread. It runs along the ranges of the Qld NSW
border, up well west of Warwick, almost to Kingaroy and exits
out the coast at Tewantin. The initial 10km will then be
progressively widened towards the centre of the red zone.

Vaccinations have already arrived but the buffer zone is not yet
in place and so some of these vaccinations are being used on
the race track horses not infected within the zone and also
those which are spelling in an effort to keep racing alive.
Should race horses become infected | believe it will be 3 - 4
months for them to recover and return to work as any
inflammation of the lungs will result in bleeding at a gallop. |
think this is the biggest difference with horses for other uses
who very rarely bleed during their activities. | therefore support
the protection of these individuals as does the EVA. If there
are spelling thoroughbreds on a property, then the entire
property will also be vaccinated.

However, the DPI still maintain that the buffer zone is their
number one priority and that as soon as the plan is in place, all
vaccinations available will be used for this zone. They still want
eradication. As soon as we allow this disease to "go", all
government funding will be stopped.

Because the thoroughbred breeding season will close in
December, the thoroughbred associations have presented the
DPI with their plans and protocols for the movement of
thoroughbred mares from uninfected precincts within the red
zone to as yet uninfected thoroughbred studs. These can
move with a veterinary certificate under permit.

Personally | would have liked all movement to have remained
stopped until the buffer zone was in place. However, |
understand the economic implications for the Qld TBD industry
and have had to accept it. If other breeds would like to move
their mares for breeding eg. Warmblood association, Quarter
Horse Association, Stock Horse Association, they must put
biosecurity protocols in writing that their members will abide by
and present them to the DPI. If they are reasonable the DPI
will consider the movement of other breeds. The DPI have said
however, that if a stud becomes positive, then all the
properties in that precinct will no longer be able to accept
mares and so the onus on each stud is to be very careful in
which mares they receive.

The DPI are not trying to put any groups ahead of the rest but
the thoroughbred associations have been very organised and
presented their arguments very well.

Other groups in the horse community will have to do the same
if they wish to be considered.

Will the rest of us be allowed to vaccinate? Truthfully, | don't
know. | do however believe that the entire red zone will
become infected within the next six months. | have been very
disappointed with the blame game being played out in
communities and the treatment of individuals who have been
unfortunate enough to have had horses sick with this. Peoples
lives have been turned upside down with this crisis and we
need to support each other not criticise and be cruel. | believe
the only blame should be directed at the original entry, and
even then, perhaps this virus is just an inevitability and their
are no biosecurity protocols that work.

Everyone, after Eastern Creek has been an unfortunate victim
and | think most people are trying to remain vigilant with their
biosecurity. This virus is apparently easily killed by soap and
water and basic house hold disinfectants. If travelling through
an infected area, run your car through a car wash before going
home and try not to frequent any businesses without first
having a shower after you touch your horses at home. Limit the
contact with other peoples horses unless necessary and
shower before you touch your horses (including washing your
hair). I am finding this a pain in the neck but it is necessary to
remain vigilant until at least the buffer zone is up and running
(probably six weeks). My car has never been so clean - | have
got it down to a three dollar shampoo and rinse at Car Lovers!
Try and wash underneath your car too.

Vaccination may not be the answer. Vaccinated horses
infected with EI will show few clinical signs but will still shed
5% of the virus particles a non-vaccinated infected horse
would shed. This means that it is possible it will cross the
buffer zone and so this is why low horse populated areas will
natural barriers are being used. It also means that it may not
be wise to vaccinate large numbers of horses within the red
zone as this may result in the virus "going underground" where
we cannot see it. We must still strive for eradication. | don't
want my horses to become infected either. But the reality is
that they will if they are not vaccinated. | am prepared to allow
this without vaccination if it means that we have a better
chance of eradicating the disease.

There have been few deaths with this disease and in each of
the cases that have died there have been complicating factors.
One, continued to work their horse in the face of the disease
and others have died as a result of colic. Most reports are
good and that it is a bad cold for ten days or so with a nasty
hacking cough. Clients of mine who have the disease on their
properties have reported that most horses are very mild, mares
have foaled without any problems and foals have shown very
little disease symptoms at all. The risk of fatal disease is
minimal. On this note, | am alarmed with people wanting to
stock pile drugs. | absolutely do not advocate this.

Each horse must be treated on a case by case basis in
consultation with a vet.

| have not attended any infected properties to date in this area
but I am in contact on a daily basis with clients whose horses
are sick and am prescribing treatment if necessary. The
veterinary profession has not on the whole, left people
stranded with this disease. There are vets attending infected
properties. As the disease spreads and the whole area
becomes infected, then | will probably also "cross over".
However, | am still helping people out who | normally do work
for. If horses become infected, the owners normal vet must be
consulted and arrangements will be made to help you in line
with that vets recommendations.
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(continued from page 2)

Most drugs have possible side effects. It increases the odds of
bute toxicity, antibiotic induced colitis (which may be fatal) and
antibiotic induced bacterial resistance when considering
blanket treatment of thousands of horses.

Fevers are the body's way of limiting replication of viruses or
bacteria and only very high prolonged high temperatures
should be treated. Antibiotics do not treat viruses and so only
secondary bacterial infections should be treated. Probably half
the horses that have succumbed to this disease have not had
any antibiotic therapy at all. Most horses recover within ten
days. Temperatures need to be taken twice to three times a
day of infected horses and the clinical progression monitored.

All suspect infected properties must be reported to the DPI.
People must take it on themselves to self quarantine as the
DPI are too short staffed to quarantine everyone. It is reported
that horses stop shedding the virus within two weeks. If the
disease is in your area you should stock up on feed so that you
stop the contact with other horse people during this two week
period if your horses become infected when it is very
contagious. Perhaps go to the trouble of even wearing masks
and disposable overalls around your horses to limit the amount
of virus in the nostrils and other orifices for this period and
leave cars on the footpath outside the property

If anyone has any queries please email me any time on
janinedwyer@ozemail.com.au or feel free to ring me on
0409 729 233 during business hours (except for emergencies).

Currently the disease | know is as far east as Luscombe, as far
west as Beaudesert. There are now confirmed one infected
property in Oxenford and one unconfirmed but highly
suspicious in Guanaba. There is one in Belmont, Tamborine
Village, Logan Village, Greenbank and Buccan are now
severely affected and new cases in other areas are popping up
on a daily basis.

We need to remain vigilant about biosecurity but we need to
support each other. It is likely that all our horses in this area
will succumb but in six months or so we will be back at
RASDEG days all with healthy horses one way or another.

EQUINE INFLUENZA
VIRUS PATHOLOGY

Pauline Gaven from Manly Road Vet gave a presentation as
part of the DPI information evening for Equine Influenza at
Carina Leagues Club on 1 October 2007.

Pauline outlined the virus pathology and how Equine Influenza
affects horses. Please note that the following information is
from my notes taken from the night and is my interpretation of
the information presented.

It is difficult to find virus pathology information on the internet.
It's best to speak to your vet in relation to this issue.

The Equine Influenza virus invades the cells of the respiratory
track lining of a horse and destroys mucus and hairs, called
silia, that line the track and keep it clean. For the virus to
reproduce and survive it needs to find another host, the virus is
therefore expelled from the horse’s respiratory tract (the term
used is shedding). This is one of the reasons why this disease
is so contagious. An infected horse will shed the virus for a
period of two weeks.

The disease leaves the respiratory track lining exposed and
this is the reason why horses become vulnerable to bacterial
infection.

The more exposure a horse has to greater amounts of virus
particles the more serve the infection — more cells infected with
virus. Horses in close contact to other horses with EI will
inhale and greater quantity of virus than a horse that contracts
the virus via windborne transmission.

The hairs and mucus take four weeks to grow back and this is
why horses require total rest after they contract the virus for 4-
6 wks, otherwise there is a high risk of bacteria infections. The
horse needs total rest during this period. Commencing work
during the recovery period increases the risk of the horse
contracting a secondary bacterial infection that can lead to
pneumonia.

Pauline Gaven recommended the use of anti inflammatory for
high temps and antibiotics to deal with secondary bacterial
infections.

Manly Road has stocked up on these drugs and will distribute
drugs to horse owners — they can pick up from surgery and
don’t need a consultation.

It is recommended horse owners contact their vet immediately
when clinical signs of El are observed.

Good horse management is important. Ensure your horse has
access to clean water, ensure infected horses are hydrated
during the infection and provided with good palatable feed as
the horses are prone to go off their feed.

VACCINATION MAIN PRIORITY IN
EQUINE FLU FIGHT

10 October 2007
http://www.horsetalk.co.nz/news/2007/10/056.shtml

Australia has its 150,000 doses of vaccine and rolling them out
across affected states is the main priority in the fight against
equine influenza.

"Already, 12,700 horses have been vaccinated," said
Queensland Primary Industries Minister Tim Mulherin.
"Vaccination ... commenced on September 29, 2007 and will
continue to be rolled out across the buffer zone over the next
two weeks," he said.

"And ... the Queensland Government has secured enough
vaccine to protect an extra 17,000 horses in the high-value,
high performance breeding industry. "The extra vaccine is in
addition to that already committed to the thoroughbred and
harness racing industries." In New South Wales, officials say
the vaccination programme is the highest priority.

"We are currently limited by a shortage of veterinarians and
would welcome further assistance," a spokesman said.

NSW has nine vaccination centres either operational or close
to opening, including Mittagong, Gloucester, Dubbo, Armidale,
Forbes/Parkes, Wellington, Mudgee and Barmedman. To date,
2184 horses have been vaccinated.

A vaccination centre has also been set up at Temora to protect
horses in a buffer zone around Barmedman, where a recent
outbreak was detected in the formerly flu-free green zone.

The state has received an allocation from the Federal Minister
of vaccine sufficient to treat 44,000 horses (88,000 doses).
"When the number of vaccine doses required to protect the
buffer areas has been finalised, there will be vaccine available
to protect individual horses as yet uninfected in the red or
purple zones," a spokesman said.

"We need to limit the ongoing new infections because these
offer the risk of spread by human movement through our buffer
zones." Authorities stress that the vaccine does not prevent
horses from catching the disease. However, it does greatly
reduce the amount of virus they excrete, thereby reducing the
risk of spread.
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Queenland's Peter Mulherin said the eradication strategy is
based on a pre-existing, planned national response for this
disease, combining movement restrictions, strategic
vaccination, buffer zones and good biosecurity practices.

Australian Veterinary Association president Dr Diane Sheehan
has backed the strategy used in Queensland. "The AVA fully
supports the Queensland DPI in following AUSVETPLAN,
which is the coordinated national response to minimising the
harm caused by the virus.

"Vaccination was never going to be a cure-all for this crisis,"
she said, "and it is entirely understandable that some members
of the public are anxious about it. However, we are confident
that the strategies currently being followed are consistent with
the best possible advice available from experts.

"There is still much to be done, and | would encourage
members of the public to have faith in Queensland authorities
who are doing their best to bring this crisis to a close." In NSW,
the number of infected properties stand at 3867, with 387
labelled "dangerous contact" and 443 "suspect". "The number
of cases to date is staying within the 'optimistic' projection for
the disease outbreak," a spokesman said. "Epidemiologists
predicted more than two weeks ago that there would be about
4000 infected properties."

Cases outside containment lines are due to transfer via human
movements. "This is a highly infectious disease and seems to
take any possible opportunity to infect horses. Be particularly
careful to wash hands for two minutes and change to clean
clothes when going to or from properties.

"If possible do not allow any visitors near your horses and don't
go near anyone else's."

In other news:

Victoria horse interests are calling for "parity" with those
those in NSW and Queensland, who are receiving
financial help to cover loss of income. Victorians say they
are losing money too, and are understood to be meeting
soon with Victorian Agriculture Minister Joe Helper.

Victoria will get another 3600 doses of vaccine on top of
the 14,200 vials already distributed.

Seven hundred horses in ACT will be vaccinated,
comprising thoroughbreds, harness racing horses and
high-value equestrian animals. The programme is
expected to start within a day.

It's official. NSW and Queensland horses will not be
permitted to race in Victoria's spring racing carnival, which
includes the Melbourne Cup.

The Equestrian Federation of Australia wants the
vaccination programme in NSW to be broadened beyond
racehorses, saying members feel they have been
sidelined in favour of racing interests.

Twenty horses at Wellington, in NSW, have tested positive.
About 250 horses in a buffer zone around the outbreak will
be vaccinated. NSW DPI deputy chief veterinary officer
Steve Dunn said the outbreak was further proof that this
disease is explosively contagious.

There are plans to increase the size of the purple breeding
zones in New South Wales to ease the problems facing
breeders.

RESOURCE LIBRARY

For all lending enquiries please contact
Jo Ross, 9 Arthur St Wellington Pt
Phone: 3822 7665

Email: horses@eqitopia.com.au

Lending if free to all current RASDEG members
Lending period is four weeks

A PHOTOGRAPHIC GUIDE TO CONFORMATION

Robert Oliver & Bob Langrish 160p

A-Z OF HORSE DISEASES & HEALTH PROBLEMS

Tim Hawcroft 304p

ADVANCED TECHNIQUES OF DRESSAGE, Revised &
Updated. Book 2. An official instruction handbook of the
German National Equestrian Federation.

Translated by Christina Belton 96p

ALL ABOUT LONG REINING

Paul Fielder 23p

DRESSAGE WITH KYRA, THE KYRA KURKLUND
TRAINING METHOD

Kyra Kyrklund & Jytte Lemkow 144p

FEEDING & NUTRITION OF HORSES, MAKING OF A
CHAMPION

John Kohnke 261p

FUNCTIONAL ANATOMY, Threshold Picture Guides #43
Dr Chris Colles 24p

PATHFINDER DRESSAGE, THE PHILOSOPHY AND
TRAINING TEQHNIQUES OF THE WORLD’S TOP
TRAINERS

Penny Hillsdon 181p

PREPARING FOR A DRESSAGE TEST

David Trott & Penny Hillsdon 23p

RIDING A DRESSAGE TEST

David Trott & Penny Hillsdon 23p

RIDING FROM THE INSIDE OUT, Includes Audio CD

Lisa Champion, Anna-Louise Bouvier, Larissa Chadwick 112p
SUCCESSFUL SCHOOLING, TRAIN YOUR HORSE WITH
EMPATHY

Karin Blignault 187p

THE DRESSAGE JUDGE'S VIEWPOINT

Jane Kidd 23p

THE PRINCIPLES OF RIDING, Completely Revised. Book
1. The official instruction handbook of the German

National Equestrian Federation.

Translated by Christina Belton 174p

THE TRUTH ABOUT HORSES, A GUIDE TO
UNDERSTANDING & TRAINING YOUR HORSE

Andrew McLean 160p

GIVE AWAY — BORDER COLLIE

7 year old desexed male. Black and white, well trained,
quiet/calm dog. Owners have moved from acreage to suburbia
and going overseas. Owners would like the dog to go to a
loving acreage home. Please call Wendy 32064383 for info.
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NOT ALL FLOATS ARE CREATED EQUAL

The only true load sharing suspension, roller/rocker and stated legally by Queensland Transport requires any suspension not
load sharing must be able to take 120% of the load on one axle at any time
4 wheel brakes on all our angle floats
Rust proofed using and industrial strength product
Australian standard towhitch chain, stamped, certified and legally required on all horse floats in Australia
15 position patented chestbar, fully adjustable bay length and height in any straightload
Wheels and tyres that are rated at 950kg each wheel, unlike the black rims with a rating of only 450kg, not even safe enough
on a 2 ton float!
World first patented chestbar in our angle floats
Anti scramble our solution with a 100% success rate
Drawbar tack room for those who want room for gear but do not want to extend the float
Trade marked name, logo and stripe, our own named roof moulds, which shows our professionalism and dedication to the float
building industry
For the best safety features, inclusions and regulation items which are standard on all our floats, see us first!!!!
Contact David and Tracy Writer (07) 54968052 or che ck the website www.writcofloats.com.au
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GENERAL MEETING MINUTES
4 OCTOBER 2007

PRESENT, Jo Ross, Wendy Tidbold, Anne Lyon, Julie Batten
and Jill Ramsay

APPLOGIES:, Alison Scott, Sonja Risa.

MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETING moved Jo Ross
2" Anne Lyon

BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES

Arena Spreader Bar:

Organised demonstration for 28 October. Asked for discount,
will offer item at cost price if three members also purchase the
arena spreader bar. Wendy to contact WPC — Grant Lynham to
check date and okay / invite pony club.

Sonja to advertise date in the newsletter

CORRESPONDENCE
IN ouT
Various Newsletters NA

AON Insurance renewal
PRARG Inv. advertising

NEW MEMBERS: None
TREASURERS REPORT

Cash book balance/forward (July 07)] 11203.48
Add receipts (August 07) 2241.05
Less payments (August 07) 6472.98
Cash book balance at 31 August 07 6971.55
Bank statement at 31 August 07 $8266.15
Less un-presented cheques (1294.60)
EVENTS

Christmas Party

Jo Ross has designed a terrific, very original invitation and has
been liaising with Wellington Point Hotel regarding
arrangements and meals. She has organized various prize
draws, drink vouchers etc. Jo has also arranged that all meals
will be pre-ordered and paid for so that all meals will be
delivered at the same time so we can eat together. All details
to be included in this newsletter and RSVP’s to go to Jo. Jo, Jill
& Julie to meet later to discuss finer details. It was agreed club
should contribute some gifts for the ‘Present Game”.

OTHER BUSINESS

Speaker’s covers
C/F Janet Butler to make covers for speakers

2008 EFA Calendar
C/F Sent to WPC. Zone calendar available end Sept. Agreed
to jointly organize events dates in October.??

RASDEG Asset Register:
C/F Alison Scott tabled list of assets at meeting

Helpers

Jo Ross confirmed she will redesign 2008 membership form, to
include event dates in order for members to identify their GC
non riding day.

Book Library

Jo Ross has collected books and compiled a comprehensive
list which is to be published in the newsletter. Jo will also get
this put on the website. Jo Ross to administer, books can be
loaned for one month between meetings and available from the
meetings. Thanks Carolyn!!! There are some excellent books.

Trailers

C/F Wendy has spoken to her son regarding new wheels. Jo
Ross suggested introducing a policy of regular maintenance
where the trailers are moved / wheels rotated off flat spots on a
regular basis when not in use, and also pumped up at least
once a month as part of the event coordinators task list. Jo
also found 2 different versions of possible new tyres, and
Wendy will ask Paul to see which one he thinks is suitable with
the idea of purchasing 12 new tyres.

Trolleys

C/F Agreed it is probably best to look for separate trolleys as
we could also use them to store the metal letters which are very
heavy. Wendy has been looking at nurseries for suitable
trolleys and investigating other options such as getting them
purpose made. She will get some costs for consideration.
Insurance

Jill to raise cheque for AON Insurance policy which is due early
October, but then refer policy to Alison with regards to building
insurance component (which seems irrelevant when we do not
have a current lease). Will review policy with AON and make
changes if deemed necessary.

WPC

Cheque for $221 to be sent to pony club to reimburse them for
all the meat and food spoilt when we inadvertently turned off
their deep freezer after a RASDEG event. Jill to post cheque to
Grant Lynham.

GROUNDS

Grounds surface
Mark Freeman booked to complete grounds surface on 21
November 2007.

Recycled water

C/F Alison Scott has located recycled water delivery business.
Will organize quote for delivery costs to WPC.

Signs

C/F Alison Scott has printed signs and will post at WPC in
August

Awing

C/F to collect awning.

GOLD CLUB

New members: Nil

It was decided that due to current circumstances regarding El
we will let the Gold Club responsibilities slide for this year and
award trophies to all qualifiers regardless of whether they have
helped this year or not. If was felt that many of those people
would try and do and extra GC day next year anyway.

Gold club draw winners : Not drawn this month

NEW CLUB MEMBERS

Nil

SAFETY

C/f Alison to complete risk assessment of WPC grounds
SPONSORS

No new sponsors

Meeting closed 9.30pm.
Next Meeting Thursday 1% November 2007 at venue to be
determined
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